Practical aspects of assessing and preparing pulmonary cripples for surgery.
The problems presented by patients with advanced pulmonary disease both during and after operation are reviewed. Proper evaluation of the degree of respiratory impairment by simple but systematic bedside and laboratory function tests and blood gas studies is essential. Preparing these patients for surgery by postural drainage, intermittent positive pressure breathing, humidification, bronchodilators, and mucokynetics will decrease postoperative morbidity and mortality.